
Intro to HTML & Digital Projects 
SEPTEMBER 7, 2017 



Today 
1. Questions on your sites? 
2. HTML Basics 

3. Evaluating Digital Projects 



HTML Basics 

HTML is markup language for describing web pages – all 
webpages are written in HTML. 

 - Wordpress is a content management system that makes 
creating and organizing your website easy. 
◦ It “hides” the mechanics of site organization, including: 
◦ The file structure 
◦ The code  -- HTML and CSS. 

 

HTML “tags” describe different content on your page. 

<tagname>content</tagname> 

-Tags come in pairs – the <start> tag and the </end> tag. 
- It’s good practice to only use lowercase – both standard and 

faster. 

 You can nest tags.  

  

  

 

 



Common  
HTML Tags 

Header <h1></h1> through <h6></h6> 
Paragraph <p></p> 
Bold <b></b> <strong></strong> 
Italics <i></i> 
Links <a href=“URL”></a> 
Ordered 
(numbered) lists 

<ol></ol> 

Unordered 
(bullet) lists 

<ul></ul> 

List item <li></li> 



Technical Support 
 Problem: I have a problem with my domain (uploading Wordpress, accessing my domain/Wordpress 
installation, etc)  

 Answer:  
 1. Contact Reclaim Hosting via your Client Portal – I actually cannot help you with your Cpanel. 
 2. Once your site is installed and you’ve successfully added me as an administrator, I can probably 
help you troubleshoot. 
 

 Problem: I have a problem doing anything in Wordpress 
 Answer:  
 1. See if your answer is anywhere in the Wordpress Help post (located in Updates on the course site.)  
 2. Google, “How do I _______ inWwordpress” 
 3. Contact me if those fail you. 
  
  



Technical Support 
 Problem: I can’t seem to get ______ tool to work 

 Answer: 

 1. Go back over the readings for that week (they almost always have links to how to guides) 

 2. Go back over notes from in class tutorial (now is a good time to point out that you should be 
taking notes on the steps we go through in class on how to use various tools/do stuff). 

 3. Ask a classmate. 

 4. Google, Google again, and again. Phrase your question differently. Use different keywords. 
Look past the first page (or 5) of results. 

 5. Ask me! 

  



When to contact me 
Anytime! 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

However, I ask that you try to solve these challenges yourself first.  

When you do contact me for help, be as specific as possible. The more I know, the better I can 
help. 

Come to office hours or email me. 

Remember that office hours start Sept 19th – email me until then! 

 



Evaluating Digital 
History Projects 



Evaluating Digital History Projects 
 Archive  Essay, Exhibit, Digital Narrative  
Teaching Resource  Tool  
Gateway/Clearinghouse  
Journal/Blog/Publication 

 Professional/Institutional Site  Digital 
Community  Podcasts  Audio/Application-
--based Tours  Games  Data sets, APIs 



Areas of Evaluation 
 Journal of American History published evaluation criteria for digital 
projects: 

1. Content 

2. Design 
3. Audience 
4. Digital Media 

5. Creators 



Areas of Evaluation 
 Some projects will be more applicable to some of these areas than others.  

 Content: Is the scholarship sound and current? What is the interpretative point of view? How well is 
the content communicated to users?  

 Design: Does the information architecture clearly communicate what a user can find in the site? Does 
the structure make it easy for a user to navigate through the site? Do all of the sections of the project 
function as expected? Does it have a clear, effective, and original design? How accessible is the site 
for individuals of all abilities? If it is a website, is it responsive (i.e., tablet/mobile--friendly)?  

 Audience: Is the project directed at a clear audience? How well does the project address the needs of 
that audience?  

 Digital Media: Does it make effective use of digital media and new technology? Does it do something 
that could not be done in other media—print, exhibition, film?  

 Creators: Many digital projects include multiple contributors. Who worked on this project and in what 
capacity? 



Areas of Evaluation: Old Bailey 
 Using the Old Bailey project as an example, with a partner, evaluate the following and be prepared to 
discuss: 

 Content: Is the scholarship sound and current? What is the interpretative point of view? How well is 
the content communicated to users?  

 Design: Does the information architecture clearly communicate what a user can find in the site? Does 
the structure make it easy for a user to navigate through the site? Do all of the sections of the project 
function as expected? Does it have a clear, effective, and original design? How accessible is the site 
for individuals of all abilities? If it is a website, is it responsive (i.e., tablet/mobile---friendly)?  

 Audience: Is the project directed at a clear audience? How well does the project address the needs of 
that audience?  

 Digital Media: Does it make effective use of digital media and new technology? Does it do something 
that could not be done in other media—print, exhibition, film?  

 Creators: Many digital projects include multiple contributors. Who worked on this project and in what 
capacity? 



Next week 
1. Collecting & preserving the past 

2. Studying sensational trials 

  
… Assignments: 

• Your first written assignment is due Friday by 5pm. 

• Your first skills assignment was given this week. Make sure you have it all on your 
websites before Friday, 5pm (**if you registered for this class this week, please see 
me!) 

• Two shorts readings for Tuesday 
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