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OCTOBER 3, 2016



Announcements & Goals 
Wikipedia assignment grades will be complete by 
Wednesday.
No office hours today – they will resume Thursday.

Today, you will learn:
• How to find an argument in an argument-driven secondary 
source
• How to evaluate evidence used to make that argument.



Digital History

An approach to examining and representing the past that 
works with the tools and technologies of the computer, the 

Internet, and software systems and allows us to ask and 
answer questions about the past so that we may acquire 

insights about the ideas and realities that shaped the 
experiences of those who lived in earlier societies.



Secondary Sources
A secondary source contains information that has been interpreted, commented, analyzed 
or processed by someone who did not experience first-hand or participate in the events or 
conditions you're researching. 

 History textbooks, journal articles, encyclopedias, book reviews, websites, reflective 
newspaper articles, Wikipedia, documentaries. 

 CREDIBLE secondary sources are based on primary sources (and it’s very clear from the 
bibliography or footnotes what those sources are!)

Why use them?

• to collect the facts on a topic you know little about. 

• to obtain expert opinions in order to evaluate events.

• to gain insight by examining the same event from different perspectives or interpretations.

• to help you form your own opinion.



Using Secondary Sources
As a collection of facts
◦ Quick recall of factual information
◦ eg Who were the women incarcerated on Cook County’s Murderess Row? What year? 

For background material
◦ What else was going on? Why was this significant?

To make sense of your topic with another interpretation
◦ What questions have other historians asked?
◦ How have they answered them?
◦ What sources did they use?
◦ What interpretations exist? Do they agree or disagree? eg Salem Witch Trials as a reaction to 

the colonial Indian Wars & life on frontier vs. gender issues and the inheritance rights of 
women vs evidence of breakdown of neighborliness in times of hardship.



Reading & Evaluating Secondary Sources
Ask these basic questions about every source, no matter how obvious the 
answer might seem.

• Who is the author? What are his/her credentials?
• Does the author base the work on primary sources or original research?
• Are there any sources that you are aware of that the author does not consider?
• Are there notes and citations; bibliography or other apparatus of research?
• Do these references contain major/current works in the same field?
• When was it published?
• Who published it? Academic press? Journal? 



Read a Source
Jeffrey S. Adler, “’I Loved Joe, But I Had to Shoot Him’: Homicide by 
Women in Turn-of-the-Century Chicago,” 2003.

• Who is the author? What are his/her credentials?
• Does the author base the work on primary sources or original research?
• Are there any sources that you are aware of that the author does not 
consider?
• Are there notes and citations; bibliography or other apparatus of 
research?
• Do these references contain major/current works in the same field?
• Where was this published? When?



Reading Scholarly Sources
1. Find the interpretation, argument, perspective.

a. What question(s) is(are) Adler asking? 
b. How is he attempting to answer those questions?
c. What is his argument or thesis?

2. Evaluate the interpretation based on the evidence presented.
a. What evidence does he use to support his argument? 
b. Is it convincing? 
c. How does the book/article/site compare to others on the same 

topic?



Finding Secondary Sources
GMU Library Catalog / Worldcat

 Keyword

 Subject heading

Google Scholar

Bibliographies & Citations

Journal Databases

 JSTOR
ProQuest



Credible Journals
This is a sample of some of the most relevant journals to this class and your final 
projects

• Journal of American History
• American Historical Review
• American Journal of Legal History
• Law & History Review
• Journal of Social History

There are more – when in doubt check the American Historical Association’s list of 
academic journals. https://secure.historians.org/pubs/free/journals/

https://secure.historians.org/pubs/free/journals/




Chicago Manual of Style
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
SINGLE AUTHOR BOOK

Note format:

1. Jeffrey S. Adler, First in Violence, 
Deepest in Dirt: Homicide in Chicago, 
1875-1920, (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press) 2006.

2. Adler, First in Violence, Deepest in 
Dirt, 3.

SINGLE AUTHOR JOURNAL

Note format:

1. Jeffrey S. Adler, “’I Loved Joe, But I 
Had to Shoot Him’: Homicide by 
Women in Turn-of-the-Century 
Chicago,” The Journal of Criminal Law 
& Criminology Vol 92, No. 3-4, (2003) 
867-898.

2. Adler, “’I Loved Joe, But I Had to 
Shoot Him’,” 869.



Thursday
1. Introduction to historical narratives & visual 

storytelling.

**Remember next Tuesday, we will not have class!
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