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An Argument…
• Takes a position.
• Seeks to persuade an audience to your point of view.

YES: “The movie JFK is inaccurate in its portrayal of President 
Kennedy.”
NO: “In this paper, I will describe the portrayal of President Kennedy 
in the movie JFK.”



A Thesis…
• Includes the argument.
• But also explains why or how.

• Can be multiple sentences – in some cases, the thesis takes up an 
entire paragraph.
• Provides the blueprint for the rest of your paper or project, 
including your most important points of evidence.



What are these?
“The movie JFK inaccurately portrays President Kennedy.”

“I don’t like President Kennedy because he was a womanizer.”



THIS is a thesis…

“The movie JFK inaccurately portrays the life and 
assassination of President Kennedy because of the way it 
ignores Kennedy’s youth, his relationship with his father, 
and the findings of the Warren Commission.” 



A good thesis statement
• Helps you clarify your ideas.
• Serves as the map to follow through your paper or project.
• Signals to the reader your main points and your evidence.
• Gives your paper or project structure.

As you find new evidence, you will have to refine your thesis. 
It is hard to write a good thesis if you’ve done no research or 
writing.



Developing a good thesis
Pick your topic.
Ask question about your topic.

• Using primary and secondary source material, answer your 
question. 
• Concisely summarize the answer to your question using the main 
points of evidence that helped you.



A good thesis
Your thesis should contain three elements:
◦What: claim or argument about the historical event
◦How: ideas, evidence, analysis to prove or support your 

claim/argument.
◦Why: the significance of your idea; so what?



Answering Your Questions
A couple of good questions:
What impact did the doctrine of “women and children first” as a 
rescue strategy have on American society in the aftermath of the 
Titanic disaster?

OR
What impact did the Titanic disaster have on subsequent British and 
American maritime travel in the early 20th century?



Example 1
Question: What impact did the doctrine of “women and children first” as a 
rescue strategy have on American society in the aftermath of the Titanic 
disaster?

Possible Thesis: Newspapers around the world promoted that gender roles 
outweighed social class during the crisis aboard the Titanic. The gender legacy 
that was left by the Titanic is congruent with the Edwardian Christian values that 
were prevalent in both America and England during the early twentieth century. 
These values placed an emphasis on women being the inferior and weaker sex, 
and was later used by both men and women as an argument to counter the 
women’s suffrage movement.



Example 2
Question: What impact did the Titanic disaster have on subsequent British and 
American maritime travel in the early 20th century?

Possible Thesis: While her reputation as an unsinkable ship has led some to 
believe the White Star Line grossly underestimated the need for safety 
precautions on her maiden voyage, RMS Titanic actually adhered to the safety 
regulations of her day. Still, the resulting inquiry into the details of the disaster 
prompted the United States to make key regulatory changes to ensure maritime 
safety, including standards to ensure constant monitoring of wireless radio, 
provisions of life rafts for all passengers, and the participation and requirement 
of the International Ice Patrol.



Using Evidence
Using points and evidence to support your argument.
◦ Focus on answering your main research question.
◦ What evidence helped you get to that answer? (ahem – primary source 

evidence.) 
◦ Pick your best—most convincing—evidence and start there.
◦ Then analyze them. Embed your visualizations – maps, charts, timelines, 

images, etc.
◦ Add context from secondary sources.
◦ Analyze, analyze, analyze. Tell me what you think it means.



Supporting Evidence
“Lifeboat regulations were changed in the aftermath of the tragedy. 
The American Inquiry Committee was an influential leader in creating 
new regulations designed to improve safety.” 

Then list examples of changes and discuss them. 
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